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-CHEESE-MAKING IN ILLINOIS 


No one knows the date of the world’s first production of 
cheese, but an ancient Arabian legend tells of its first ac- 
cidental discovery by an itinerant merchant, Kanana, who 
on his journeys across the desert carried a supply of 
goats’ milk in his canteen, made from the dried stomach of 
a sheep. On a particularly dangerous journey he decided 
not to stop for his noonday meal, and at nightfall when he 
paused for refreshment he found himself drinking a thin, 
watery liquid instead of milk from his canteen. Curious 
as to what had become of the milk, he cut open the skin 
and found a mass of white curd — the world’s first cheese 
—which he tasted and found good. 

Actually this transformation was a simple and natural 
one, for the sheep-stomach canteen contained rennin, a 
digestive enzyme, which had changed the fluid substance 
into a solid food. Cheese could be kept much longer than 
milk, and nomadic tribes began to carry it with them as a 
staple article of diet and also as a medium of exchange. 
Known at least 2,000 years before Christ, it was probably 
introduced into Europe by Asiatic traders. The ancient 
Greeks, who believed that cheese had a divine origin, re- 
garded it as a proper offering to the gods on Olympus. In 
Rome it was such a favorite dish that a Roman could use 
the word caseus (cheese) about the lady of his choice. 

Through the ages cheese-makers in different parts of 
the world developed many special and diverse methods of 
making and curing cheese. The countries of Europe have 
become noted for particular varieties, for example: 
France, Camembert and Roquefort; Switzerland, Swiss 
cheese; England, Stilton and Cheddar; Germany, Lim- 
burger; and Italy, Parmesan. There are actually only 
about 18 distinct varieties of cheese, to which more than 
400 names of local origin are given. 

When the first settlers came to America they brought 
with them the methods of cheese-making established in 
the places from which they came. Since a large propor- 
tion of the immigrants were from England, Cheddar was 
a popular variety. Cheese was made on the farms for 
home use; if any accumulated it was taken to market once 
a year. Consequently, most cheese — peddled in rough 
casks at five to eight cents a pound — was sharp and of 
poor quality. In 1851, however, Jesse Williams started the 
first American Cheddar cheese factory at Rome, New 
York; the spread of his system was so rapid that in 1869 
two-thirds of the cheese of the country was made in fac- 


tories, and American Cheddar became so popular that it 
was known simply as American cheese. By 1919 the pro- 
duction of cheese in the United States had increased 
approximately 250 per cent. 

Cheese-making has increased spectacularly in Illinois 
since 1919, when less than 5 million pounds was pro- 
duced. An increase of 787 per cent took place between 
1932 and 1942; in the latter year Illinois produced a rec- 
ord amount of 84,820,000 pounds. Illinois now ranks sec- 
ond to Wisconsin in the production of both American 
and Swiss cheese —the two leading varieties made in 
this country — and second also in the production of brick 
cheese. In 1946 approximately 63,300,000 pounds of 
American, 6,600,000 pounds of Swiss, and 730,000 pounds 
of brick cheese were produced in Illinois. 

The oldest cheese factories in the State are located in 
the northwestern section in an area made up largely of 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess counties, the western part of 
Winnebago County, and the northern parts of Carroll and 
Ogle counties. Practically all of the Illinois Swiss cheese, 
all the brick cheese, and about one-third of the American 
Cheddar cheese is produced here. Crossroads cheese fac- 
tories, many of them operated by people of Swiss descent, 
are spaced at 3- to 4-mile intervals through large parts 
of this region. 

In the Corn Belt portion of the State are found more 
widely scattered factories which produce American Ched- 
dar cheese exclusively. These newer plants are larger, 
since factory techniques and milk transportation had been 
improved by the time they were established. Their in- 
crease in number is shown by the fact that whereas in 
1932, 44 of the 55 cheese plants in Illinois were in the 
northwestern part, there were 84 in the northwest district 
and 67 in the remainder of the State ten years later. 

The amount of cheese produced in the United States 
and Illinois has declined somewhat since the peak year 
of 1942, but government purchases for military use and 
export are also less; therefore, despite lower production, 
there is more cheese for civilians today than there ever 
has been before. Its manufacture still follows the steps 
that have been traditional since the beginning of the fac- 
tory system; however, science has come to control the 
natural phenomena in cheese-making very carefully so 
that cheese today has a uniform high quality as well as 
an excellent flavor when it reaches the consumer. 
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Facing the Buyer’s Market 


As we enter the quickened activity of fall, our thoughts 
turn to the immediate business outlook. Will prices con- 
tinue to rise rapidly or is the steam out of inflation? Will 
consumers’ demands rise or taper off? Are mild readjust- 
ments likely or will there be a serious slump? Such ques- 
tions are easy to ask but virtually impossible to answer. 

However, intelligent guesses on the near future are 
quite feasible if one studies the numerous reliable eco- 
nomic facts which are now available for forecasting. 
Recommended reading among such materials is the series 
of reports on recent consumer surveys which were pub- 
lished in the June, July, and August, 1948, issues of the 
Federal Reserve Bulletin. Some of the vital aspects of 
consumer markets with which these surveys dealt are: 
patterns of expenditures in 1947, expenditures planned 
for 1948, extent of savings, and distribution of income 
among consumer groups. 

There is too much information in these surveys to be- 
gin to discuss it on this page, but the general tenor of the 
results may be summarized. They point to a very high 
level of demand for 1948, which indeed has been realized 
thus far. Buying plans of consumers for 1948 were as ex- 
tensive as they had been for 1947, and the consumers 
were found to have an optimistic outlook regarding future 
incomes expected. On the average their 1947 incomes had 
risen substantially over 1946, but only one-half of them 
had received money increases in income, whereas nearly 
one-fifth had suffered declines. Fewer consumers were 
holding liquid assets than a year earlier, and total saving 
was considerably less, as many were spending beyond in- 
come by resorting to credit. The term “dissaving” has 
come into popular usage to describe this condition, and 
the dissavers were found to be increasing markedly in 
the upper- as well as the lower-income groups. 

The findings of these surveys give no ground for pan- 
icky fears of being on the chasm brink of a depression. 
They suggest the probability of prosperity for at least 
several months to come, and evidence from other sources 
seems to confirm this. Yet some disquieting undercurrents 
are noted in the data, and if we examine recent develop- 
ments we do find weakenings in some areas of the econ- 
omy. On the whole, goods are becoming more plentiful 
and purchasing power is declining. Although not so pro- 
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nounced as to portend a depression soon, they do heralj 
a new business atmosphere. 

Businessmen who find this new atmosphere unfg 
miliar have short memories: it is the buyer’s market, , 
normal condition of rivalry among sellers. It means tha 
consumers are counting their dollars and shopping the 
markets and that a concern’s survival becomes highly 
dependent on its ability to outdo competition. 

There probably are many businessmen who hay 
heeded storm warnings and anticipated these conditions 
After seven lush years, though, perhaps many have no 
comprehended what a buyer’s market means. Probably 
few concerns are well enough prepared for sharp change 
in the business picture to be able to cope readily with 
them. It is simply human nature not to take the pains 
involved in adequate preparation for what seem distant 
eventualities. Yet the conditions are upon us and — better 
late than never — some preparation for a buyer’s market 
may still be undertaken. i 

Probably the first need is proper planning: discover. 
ing the key problems and setting up plans to deal with 
them. Any concern which does not definitely and wisely 
plan its operations is at the mercy of blind chance and 
likely to fail. 

Research is another requisite, and this does not refer 
solely to costly and technical research. The scientist's 
careful methods can and should be used in finding th 
right answers to all important business problems. The 
small added cost of applying scientific analysis rather than 
hunches will be many times repaid. 

In the buyer’s market, emphasis will focus on having 
the right products or merchandise and their proper pricing 
promotion and display. Relationships with customers take 
on new importance, particularly good salesmanship. Years 
of “order taking” have made effective selling something 
of a lost art, and this presents a critical problem. 

Firm control over all operations also is needed today. 
During these prosperous years executives have been able 
to relax their grip over operations. However, today the 
executive who is not on top of his internal business oper- 
ations, as well as external conditions, will not be able to 
take needed action as the situation changes. 

Inventories are in especial need of control, as wit 
nessed by the fact that during 1948 they have been rising 
too rapidly in several manufacturing lines and in th 
wholesale and retail trades. Purchases and stocks must bh 
tailored closely to needs or terrific losses may be sustained 
in the rather near future. 

The businessman too should be ready in case retrench 
ment or shutdowns are needed. Either for seasonal causes 
or because of general business declines, from now on lay 
offs of personnel and reduction of other phases of operté 
tion will become necessary from time to time. Concerns 
prepared for such possibilities will promptly adjust for 
them with minimum loss of efficiency, but it will be a very 
different story for the unprepared concern. 

A few of the important ways in which good busines 
organizations will prepare for the buyer’s market have 
been mentioned. Furthermore, let us not overlook the im- 
portance of knowing when to take action. Only by cot 
stantly watching shifts in the business weather and by 
acting with the courage of his convictions can the bust 
nessman cope with the fluctuations which lie ahead. What: 
ever the impact of the buyer’s market on business @ 
general, well-prepared concerns will go forward undet 
adverse conditions. If all concerns were so wisely mat 
aged, when a general business recession eventually at 
rives, its shock to our economy would be greatly softened 
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be General business activity was maintained at a high level 
ue throughout the month despite hot weather which in some 
5 a places curtailed production. Steel production rose slightly 
. the during the month from 94.2 per cent to 95.9 per cent of 
ighly capacity in the last week. Present capacity of the mills is 
approximately 1,802,500 net tons of ingots and castings 
weekly. The lowered rate usual during summer months 
was not in evidence this year, mainly because of a con- 
tinued high demand for steel and steel products. Recent 
price boosts are no deterrent to the high demand, which 
will probably increase when defense needs begin to take a 
greater portion of output than heretofore. 
Automotive production was off slightly during the 
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ee month. Reasons for the drop were hot weather, shortages 
a of steel, and strikes in supplier plants which threaten to 


become worse before they become better. For the first 
eight months of the year, production of trucks and auto- 
mobiles stood at about 314 million units, with a backlog of 
new cars ordered amounting to 7.3 million, a gap which 
would require more than two years to fill even if no new 
orders were received during that time. 

The three-month old controversy in the maritime in- 
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= dustry grew warmer this month. Disagreements over hir- 
the ing halls, calculation of overtime pay, and amounts of 


Tham Wage increases all had a part in the trouble. The hiring 
hall is not the major issue: both employers and em- 


r th aint ; : : 
° ployees have indicated they would like to continue it, but 
aan cannot because it is outlawed by the Taft-Hartley law. 
VSI The other two issues were genuine disagreements. Strikes 
ricing - eg 
s take the East and Gulf coasts were enjoined as harmful to 
Y the national health and safety and were later settled. On 
ears : 
athing the West Coast, however, no settlement was reached by 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— AUGUST 


the end of August and the disagreement continued. 
Threats of shipping tie-ups are of great concern because 
of their effect on our relations with other countries, es- 
pecially those dependent on Marshall Plan aid. It is to be 
expected that the national stockpiling program may also 
be affected. 

A new “Regulation W,” similar to that allowed to ex- 
pire last November, will go into effect on September 20. 
Under the terms of the new rule, credit purchases of 
between $50 and $5,000 are controlled. Down payments of 
one-third on automobiles and 20 per cent on 11 other 
classifications, mostly household appliances, are required; 
payments on amounts of $1,000 or less must be completed 
in 15 months, those on amounts over $1,000 in 18 months. 
Payments on credits of over $1,000 must be not less than 
$70 monthly. Announced aim of the ruling was “to slow 
down the rate of credit expansion.” Consumer credit has 
reached an all-time high of $14.2 billions, $3 billions 
above the August, 1947, figure, $4.2 billions higher than 
at the end of 1946. While the output of durable goods 
went up about 33 per cent last year, credit on installment 
buying rose 55 per cent. As a result of the rule, used car 
dealers expect a decline of 40 to 50 per cent in sales 
volume after September 20. 

The GM-UAW cost of living-wage increase contract 
negotiated in May has come up for its first quarterly 
review with the result that 333,000 GM employees — 265,- 
000 hourly workers and 68,000 salaried workers — will 
receive a 3-cent-an-hour wage boost in September. It is 
estimated that the boost will add more than $20,000,000 
to GM’s payroll at an annual rate. 
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y thei Communications in southern Illinois were disrupted this 
oper month when an AFL union representing about 400 con- 
ble tH struction and maintenance workers failed to reach an 
; agreement with one of the State’s large telephone com- 
3 wit panies on the issue of a wage increase for such workers. 
rising Although operators were not involved, in many cases they 
n thi® refused to cross picket lines set up by the striking work- 
ust be ers; supervisory personnel handled emergency calls only. 
tained It was estimated that about 90 per cent of the exchanges 
in the area were affected. In at least one place, two enter- 
rench- prising persons used walkie-talkies in place of the tele- 
-ause@ phone. The company serves about 125,000 subscribers in 
n lay nearly 600 communities, most of which are in the south- 
»per@ i ern part of the State. Earlier in the month, the State’s 
icermsi@ largest telephone utility had granted substantial wage in- 
st fo creases to some 10,000 employees in a new two-year 
a very contract. 
5 Illinois farmers this month are warranted in their 
sine optimism over crop prospects — according to late reports, 
have only a major catastrophe could keep 1948 from being one 
1e MH of their best crop years. Federal-State agriculture reports 
; COMM estimate a corn yield of 525 million bushels, nearly 20 
nd by million bushels over the previous high mark of 1946. More 
| bus'# cautious observers think this estimate too high for some 
What places throughout the State. Soybean production was esti- 
2s "i mated at more than 75 million bushels, more than 2 
unde million bushels below the previous peak. The soybean 
mat crop is expected to be cut substantially by brown stem rot, 
ly a which hit Illinois fields late in August. A winter wheat 
tenet crop of some 40 million bushels is more than 40 per cent 
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above last year’s and more than 30 per cent above the 
10-year average. The oat yield is also expected to be much 
higher than in previous years. It is expected that bumper 
crops this year will put a considerable strain on storage 
facilities in many localities. However encouraging pros- 
pects may be, last year’s short grain crops still dominate 
cash grain markets and prices are remaining high. 

Fruit growers, however, cannot share in the optimistic 
probabilities. The estimated apple harvest is 40 per cent 
smaller than last year’s and 20 per cent below the 10-year 
average. Good quality makes up for some of the quantity 
loss. Peaches and pears likewise were lower in quantity 
but of good quality. 

In line with the high farm yields in the State is an 
announcement by a State agricultural official that Illinois 
leads the nation in the use of agricultural limestone. 
Nearly 514 million tons were used in 1947, about one- 
sixth of the national total used in that year. 

Recent reports indicate that the Chicago area has been 
the fastest growing industrial center in the nation since 
the beginning of the war. More than $1.1 billions was 
spent for new plant building during the war, and since the 
war, expenditures of more than half a billion have been 
made. Steel, metal trades, electrical appliances, railroad 
equipment, men’s clothing, and chemicals have had the 
greatest expansion in plant facilities. More than 700 con- 
struction projects are included in the postwar figure. 
Some very important factors in this growth are excel- 
lence of transportation facilities, ready availability of raw 
materials, and wide markets near at hand. 





























































ILLINOIS BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
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Percentage Changes July, 1947, to July, 1948 


General Summary 


All but two groups declined between June and July, 
whereas only three groups fell below the July, 1947, level. 
Monthly changes ranged from — 21.0 per cent to +28 
per cent. Annually the variation was a little wider, from 
— 5.2 per cent to + 35.5 per cent, as gains of more than 
10 per cent were reported in three cases. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 
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*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ? IIli- 
nois Department of Labor; * Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Cen- 
sus; ‘Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; ' Life In- 
soennse Agency Management Association; * State Geological 

urvey. 


The greatest decline for the month, 21.0 per cent, wa 
shown by department store sales, reflecting the season 
slump. Construction indicators fell for the first time jy 
two months, but farm prices and petroleum productigy 
continued to rise in July. Employment and pay rolls fej 
only slightly (0.6 per cent and 0.8 per cent, respectively), 

Petroleum production continued to show an annul 
decline for the twenty-first consecutive month. Although 
manufacturing employment was 1.2 per cent below th 
level of a year ago, pay rolls were 6.5 per cent higher, 
Construction indicators showed the greatest gains on ay 
annual basis: building permits rose 35.5 per cent and 
construction contracts gained 22.1 per cent. Farm prices 
continued their upward spiral as an increase of 11.7 per 
cent from the July, 1947, level was reported. 





WHOLESALE PRICES 


Wholesale prices, based on 889 commodities, reached a 
new postwar peak as the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ in. 
dex rose to 168.6, 1.4 per cent greater than in June, and 
representing an increase of 12.0 per cent over the levd 
of July, 1947. 

Four groups reported declines for the month: farm 
products (0.6 per cent), textile products (0.5 per cent), 
chemicals and allied products (1.0 per cent), and miscel- 
laneous commodities (1.0 per cent). Declines in grains 
and other farm products more than offset an increase in 
livestock and poultry, contributing to a decline of 0.6 per 
cent in the farm products group. Resumption of tannery 
operations after the annual summer shutdown led toa 
slight rise of 0.8 per cent in hide and leather products 
prices. Other increases ranged from 0.8 per cent for raw 
materials to 3.8 per cent for foods. 

On an annual basis every group showed an increase 
and all but five reported gains of more than 11 per cent 
Individual advances ranged from 5.6 per cent for hides 
and leather products to 24.5 per cent for fuel and light- 
ing materials, 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 








July, 1948 


Percentage Change 
Commodity from 


June 
1948 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) 

Bank debits fell in all but four of the fifteen reporting 
Illinois cities in July, with an average decrease of 5.4 
per cent for the month. The total of $8,977,613,000 was 
6.1 per cent greater than a year ago. Individual changes 
varied from — 8.8 per cent to + 4.5 per cent in East St. 
Louis and National Stock Yards and Moline, respectively. 
Bloomington was the only city to show an annual decline 
(3.6 per cent), while increases ranged from 5.5 per cent 
for Chicago to 30.0 per cent for Elgin. 

The nation as a whole showed an increase of 9.8 per 
cent from the July, 1947, figure, slightly less than gains 
in the Chicago and St. Louis Federal Reserve districts 
(10.9 per cent and 14.2 per cent, respectively). On a 
monthly basis, however, the total for all twelve districts 
combined fell 5.2 per cent, while St. Louis volume de- 
clined 5.9 per cent and Chicago debits were down 1.9 
per cent. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

Illinois sales of ordinary life insurance totaled $83,- 
849,000 in July, 1.2 per cent less than a year ago but up 
0.9 per cent from the June, 1948, figure. National sales 
declined 2.2 per cent annually and 4.9 per cent on a 
monthly basis. Cumulative figures for January-July, 1948, 
declined a slight 0.5 per cent in Illinois from the corres- 
ponding period of a year ago, but remained constant in 
the United States as a whole. 
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Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of local business conditions over a period of time, 
since their fluctuations in the long term follow to a con- 
siderable extent the variations in general business activity.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 
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BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 
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Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


C5] 


PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Production of coal in Illinois totaled 4,465,318 tons, a de- 
cline of 7.1 per cent between June and July, but 8.2 per 
cent above the output of a year ago. Strip mines showed 
a 27.7 per cent decline, and shaft mines a 2.2 per cent 
increase as five fewer operators reported in each case. 

An average of 17 days was worked during the month 
by approximately 27,000 men in the 93 mines reporting. 
Cumulative production through July, 1948, was 33,282,100 
tons, 3.6 per cent lower than for the same period in 1947. 

The Department of the Interior Bureau of Mines has 
recently sponsored further experimentation in burning 
coal in the mines. Past studies show the possibilities of a 
cheap source of gasoline, Diesel oils, and fuel power for 
electric turbines in this method, which would eliminate 
coal mining entirely. 


Petroleum 


July production of petroleum in Illinois fields totaled 
5,289,000 barrels, a 2.8 per cent increase from June, but 
5.2 per cent below the volume of a year ago. On a cumu- 
lative basis, January-July production in 1948 is 6.5 per 
cent lower than last year’s figures. 

The number of new wells completed in July was 145, 
9 more than in June, and 47 more than in July, 1947. So 
far in 1948, 727 new wells have been completed, represent- 
ing a 17.1 per cent increase from the 621 new wells in the 
first seven months of 1947. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Illinois utilities showed a decline of 0.9 per cent in 
electric power production for public use between June and 
July, as reported by the Federal Power Commission. The 
July volume, 1,415,067,000 kilowatt hours, represents an 
increase of 13.1 per cent over the total of a year ago. An 
average of 45,647,320 kilowatt hours per day was pro- 
duced in July, 4.1 per cent less than during June. 

Production in the United States rose 2.5 per cent dur- 
ing the month to 23,282,055,000 kilowatt hours, 12.0 per 
cent more than the total for July, 1947. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


Building permit valuations declined somewhat in IIli- 
nois from June to July. Proposed projects were valued at 


$47,668,009, a 35.5 per cent advance over the total for, 
yéar ago. The number of permits issued declined 16.9 per 
cent in the month, but was 1.1 per cent greater than jp 
July of last year. 

For the month, new nonresidential construction 
showed the only increase (19.0 per cent) although th 
number of projects dropped 2.2 per cent. Additions, alter. 
ations, repairs, and installations, and new residential 
building fell 24.3 per cent and 17.8 per cent, respectively, 

Compared with 1947, new nonresidential building rog 
51.9 per cent and valuations for new residential construe. 
tion were up 34.6 per cent, whereas additions, alterations, 
repairs, and installations declined 3.5 per cent. Among the 
largest permits issued in July were four hospital build. 
ings, a store building, three apartment buildings (housing 
192 families), a printing plant, an addition to a news. 
paper plant, two warehouses, an addition to a manufac. 
turing plant, an office building, and a building for a 
charitable organization in Chicago; a hospital addition in 
Blue Island; a telephone exchange in Highland Park; a 
chemical plant at McCook; a telephone exchange at Park 
Ridge; an apartment building and a store addition in 
River Forest; a factory in Grayslake; a church in Peoria; 
and a high school in Sterling. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build. 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Dollar volume of construction contracts awarded in 
Illinois declined 15.4 per cent between June and July 
after showing increases for the last two months. Awards 
were valued at $63,120,000, 22.1 per cent above the level 
of a year ago. 

Most of the total monthly decrease reflected declines 
of 29.0 per cent and 24.9 per cent in residential building 
and public works and utilities construction, respectively, 
as nonresidential construction rose only 0.1 per cent. The 
public works and utilities group showed the only decline 
on an annual basis, 48.8 per cent. Residential and non- 
residential construction advanced 50.8 per cent and 772 
per cent from the July, 1947, figures. 

Total construction since the first of the year registered 
47 per cent above the 1947 level for the State as a whole; 
an increase of 60 per cent for this same period was shown 
in the Chicago territory. Large project awards made in 
northern Illinois in July included a process manufacturing 
building in Cook County and a waterworks in Will County. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 








Percentage Change 
July, 1948, from 
Type of Construction 


July 
1947 


+22.1 
+66.2 
+50.8 


+77.2 
—48.8 





$63,120 
52,959 
20,029 


32,930 
10,161 


Total Construction... $51,706 $74,641 


31,858 | 61,116 
13,277 | 28,219 


18,581 32,897 
19,848 13,525 





Total Building 





Residential.......... 
Nonresidential 
Public Works and Utilities 

















Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


































iy Department Stores per cent for the automotive group and motor-vehicle 
Hands . dealers. No change was reported in the food group from 
; (Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- the June level. 


- quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 


a ° ° coo f ta- 
the activity and retail distribution. Since department stores Annual changes renged fries ——23 pet: Ceut fot ste 


Iter. handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume tionery stores 9 + 28 per cent for filling stations. Oey 
ntial HH of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of five eens declined from the July, 1947, level, including 
vely purchasing power.) bookstores’ sales which fell 16 per cent; family clothing 
TOse Department store sales in Chicago fell 21.0 per cent yee 6 ee pn nig s, fur Ngee a manna 
Tuc. from the peak in June; the seasonal decline in July was ae ae eee ee eee 1 amacmapyeaamisa 


stores mentioned above. Drinking places without meals 
showed no change in the year. Four groups indicated an- 
nual increases of more than 20 per cent — filling stations 
(28 per cent); motor-vehicle dealers (25 per cent); the 
automotive group (24 per cent) ; and dry goods and gen- 
eral merchandise stores (21 per cent). 


10ns, to be expected, although it appeared to be more than 
y the HP normal this year. Sales were 5.0 per cent above the July, 
uild. 1947, figure, but the physical volume was lagging behind. 
ising J Cumulative figures for the first seven months advanced 
ews 4.0 per cent from the same period in 1947, 

ifac- Nondurable goods contributed rather heavily to the 
ot afm July slump as summer clearance sales were reported sev- 
nm inf eral weeks ahead of the usual period. Stocks of soft goods RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 

























































k; afm have been rapidly backing up in the manufacturers’ ware- CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 
Park M houses this year, reflecting the desire of retailers to re- = : 
n ing duce inventories of summer lines. Merchants are showing Percentage Change 
yria: the same caution concerning new fall inventories as they é : July, 1948, from 
‘@ did for the summer season. Fall and winter promotions Kind of Business Jul 
are being pushed in order that retailers may see how the 1947 —_ 
sales trend appears before reordering. Durable goods ig 
should hold their present level with little difficulty. July |: | Peper arts. e* +9 ~11 L 
. . . . k . if 
me ey become the pont fem wank Ge tt Pees § lpeeat ie wie ss) ... *3T oh if 
uild- # measured as seasonal forces again come into the picture. tt 
con- a nae 9 en OF BUSINESS: ..8 
that 7 ‘ PU GI a6 conn teens fea eed eens chbcn +9 0 ig 
Other Kinds of Business Grocery and combination stores........ +12 + 5 tr 
' ; ‘ ; : Grocery stores (without fresh meats)..| + 9 + 4 e 
d in Retail sales in all Chicago independent stores combined Combination stores (groceries, meats) +13 + 5 4 Ho 
July § were down only 11 per cent from June, approximately cme markets . airman si sh sheik + 5 _ : i” 
ards ® half the decline shown by department stores alone. An eT eee Sees bers ; : bt 3 
level annual increase of 9 per cent was shown. On a cumulative Eating and Drinking Places............. +4 + 3 i 
basis, sales rose 7 per cent from the January-July period Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms..... + 5 + 3 § 
lines BH of 1947. In the nation as a whole, the Department of Seaekine aheoe a = stands + : tS | i 
ding B Commerce reports a decline of 3.0 per cent from the June Drinking places without meals......... 0 as LH: 
- index to 331 per cent of its 1935-39 average, as retail Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... + 2 + 5 } . 
fine  ‘#les fell $195,000,000 in the month. Of this total, soft og OE ah ee de al lel cr PP lee © ime 
non. F008 accounted for a decline of $173,000,000, while hard Fuel and lee Dealers .0.00000000000000] Hig | Ta3 | 
goods fell only $22,000,000. RIN |, wis da B's ov uk pews ae vO + 1 + 2 5 
he More than half of the classifications reported declines BOOKSOTES. .. «+--+. - eee e sees sere renee 16 | —26 2 ome 
eth DS tietees of wile Gui aus Gan 20 ow SN GUNN i. . oe aciedds ANAS 5 sve —31 — 36 = tee 
ered ge month, thir . ~ P Sonsuiined Gases... 5 20200 crevsxeews +11 -9 y ty 
ole: cent. Largest declines were in family clothing stores and Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores... .. +21 - 9 oe 
stationery stores, both 36 per cent. Increases were shown Variety Stores. ......-- +... sees veneers +12 ae - Dm a 
iowa i a Leadiel tan’ a f 2 t f Ps ion. hee owe es + 2 —27 f on 
le in ™ sixteen individual groups, ranging from 2 per cent for Men's, boys’ clothing and furnishings ef 
ring § ‘Tugstores and radio-household appliance dealers to 13 PS OE RT ETE 5S: LRM ira +11 24 4 
ants Men's and boys’ clothing stores... ... +9 —22 oO t 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores....| +14 —25 oe 
RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN eo per es eda bs > lea -- ye 
; SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES bag de accessories stores............ + 1 —21 gi Be. 
= = CN so iho k gaa g ois ck Snares Mae + 3 —22 j 
CoN nn a ey. akicheots +14 —30 ee. ae 
Percentage Change . ae 
Para See GN. 5 oe sss sc aceeue -— § — 7 LBs a 
— oe DN 664.6 6 x60) be wwanardeaves +1 —18 “3 ae 
hange Cities Fury. S968, heme i — PE ID a on ci cnescecnccane dd +24 +13 Re # 
from July June 7 menthe Motor-vehicle dealers................. +25 |° +413 Be 
1947 1948 1947 ae so tire, battery dealers......... + § +11 mt 
_ a. ousehold-Radio Group.......| +10 -7 om fi 
948 NIT SUI 500s ok Bienes} o0b oog oe +11 — 6 ‘es tae 
34 Es ovis eGawerbinees +15 + 8 +11 Floor coverings, drapery stores........, + 5 —23 a : 
sate chicago Gia intaoneachot +9 —11 + 7 Radio-household appliance dealers. ..... +10 + 2 Re 
13.4 = ssasse pensions +32 - § +19 Lumber-Building-Hardware Group.......| +14 —~ 4 SB eet 
= ee eee +9 -— § +14 Lumber-building materials dealers... ... +15 -—4 ae. 
01 Di ok wick tis eisai 2 +14 —13 +13 Paint, glass, wallpaper stores.......... + § —15 4 it ; 
SS ere +15 — 2 +23 ee EPC ree +7 -—4 Beet 
Source: Bureau of the Census. Source: Bureau of the Census. f t ! 
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Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, housefurnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 


ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

Consumers’ prices in Chicago rose 1.4 per cent be- 
tween mid-June and mid-July to an index of 178.6, repre- 
senting an advance of 11.6 per cent from that of a year 
ago. 
Clothing was the only item that showed a monthly 
decline, 0.7 per cent, but this was more than offset by 
substantial rises in the other groups. The largest gain was 
shown for the fuel, electricity, and ice group, 3.2 per cent, 
mainly as a result of increases in bituminous coal and ice 
prices. Quotations for miscellaneous items rose 2.7 per 
cent, reflecting increases in street car, elevated railway, 
bus, and subway fares; auto insurance; Ford and 
Plymouth cars; and hospital rates. 

On an annual basis, increases were reported for all 
groups, ranging from 1.2 per cent for housefurnishings 
to 13.3 per cent for food prices. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 











CONSUMERS’ PRICES 





July, 1948 
Commodity Percentage Change from Index 
1935-39 = 
July, 1947 | June, 1948 100 

All items............ +11.6 +1.4 178.6 
i Ri Bal gre Seat art +13.3 +1.5 224.7 
re ee + 7.6 —0.7 197.8 

PPE Ee ee ° bd bd 
Fuel, electricity, andice..} +12.9 +3.2 130.1 
Housefurnishings....... + 1.2 +0.9 181.5 
Miscellaneous.......... +10.0 +2.7 150.9 














* Not surveyed monthly. 
a Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional 
ce. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 


CONSUMERS’ PRICES IN CHICAGO 
1935-1939 = 100 


160 0 
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Retail Food Prices 


Price changes in the three Illinois cities between June and 
July showed different trends, including an increase in 
Chicago prices, almost unchanged reports from Spring. 
field, and a decline in Peoria, although annual increases 
were reported in all three cities. 

The only monthly decline reported for Chicago was in 
cereals and bakery goods, which fell 1.6 per cent. In. 
creases varied from 0.2 per cent for beverages to 3.0 per 
cent for eggs as the average for all foods rose 1.5 per 
cent for the month. On an annual basis, prices rose 133 
per cent as a result of gains in all but two groups, sugar 
and sweets and eggs. The largest increases were shown 
for meats (21.1 per cent), dairy products (16.6 per cent), 
and beverages (14.0 per cent). 

In Peoria monthly declines in fruits and vegetables 
(6.9 per cent) and fats and oils (0.2 per cent) more than 
overbalanced gains in all other groups except sugar and 
sweets which showed no change, resulting in an over-all 
decrease of 1.1 per cent. Eggs, sugar and sweets, and 
fruits and vegetables showed decreases from the July, 
1947, level, whereas four of those remaining reported 
increases of more than 10 per cent, to give an increase of 
9.4 per cent in all foods combined for the year. 

Four groups declined slightly during the month in 
Springfield but were offset by increases of 1.9 per cent 
for meats, 1.2 per cent for eggs, and 0.5 per cent for 
dairy products. Between June and July the cost of all 
foods increased 0.2 per cent. Annually, prices rose 9.2 per 
cent, with changes ranging from a decrease of 6.9 per cent 
for sugar and sweets to an increase of 18.6 per cent for 
meats. 






















































Percentage Change July, 1948, from 
Commodity Group July, 1947 June, 1948 
Chicago Peoria Springfield | Chicago Peoria Springfield 

Musk iGeeskevbebussbenezncssenuesehons +13.3 + 9.4 + 9.2 +1.5 —1.1 +0.2 

Cereals and bakery goods. ...................... + 7.8 + 4.2 — 3.8 —1.6 +0.2 —1.2 

Meats.......... Suake nb bce wees bandews nas been +21.1 +18.8 +18.6 +2.0 +0.7 +1.9 

nc i ccascecanchatven ewes aurea +16.6 +18.0 +14.6 +2.9 : 
GEESE IR pn aa a) — 3.2 - §.1 — 5.0 +3.0 
Fruits and vegetables...................-.-0045. + 6.3 — 4.3 + 2.5 +1.5 
nid a iadacts's abe bie aad ele a GOR eEeS +12.0 — 0.9 + 4.3 +2.1 
DGS ceva b ah none 6addeseokedGaveteneeres — 7.3 — 7.1 + 5.2 —0.5 
Sh svadcee sks euesyebueeeke es cabenentet —10.0 —14.2 —11.1 +1.6 
ase cid stentacentaiskeb 06 eye bcd naewe +14.0 +16.4 +14.3 +0.2 
ESE db ahs tk baidine Ae uc eee hae oe aoe +12.4 +10.2 +11.3 +1.1 
venus ccauvaedshweseéeeticns sei — §.1 —- 5.9 — 6.9 +1.1 
































Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
firms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
ual strued as representing total employment changes in any 

particular area.) 


ng. In the July sample of firms employing 887,021 non- 
ases agricultural workers, Illinois employment fell 0.3 per cent, 

but pay rolls, on the other hand, rose by an equal amount. 
sis In the manufacturing group, decreases were reported 
In | 2 both employment and pay rolls, 0.6 per cent and 0.8 per 





EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


cent, respectively. All but three groups fell between June 
and July in employment. They were the foods, beverages, 
and tobacco group (+ 2.8 per cent), paper goods, print- 
ing, and publishing (+ 1.5 per cent), and chemicals and 
allied products (+ 0.3 per cent). Declines ranged from 
0.8 per cent in transportation equipment to 5.1 per cent in 
wood and allied products. Decreases in all but four groups 
led to a drop of 0.8 per cent in pay rolls. 

Employment in the nonmanufacturing group rose 0.4 
per cent as changes in employment ranged from — 4.7 
per cent in department and variety stores to + 2.4 per 
cent in public utilities. Declines in the pay rolls of three 
groups, including a 13.8 per cent drop for miscellaneous 
nonmanufacturing, were offset by increases in five 
groups as public utilities rose 6.8 per cent and mail order 
houses gained 6.0 per cent, resulting in a 3.0 per cent rise 
in nonmanufacturing pay rolls as a whole. 

Average weekly earnings in the manufacturing indus- 
tries were $57.92 in July, 14 cents less than in June. Men 
earned $62.73 on the average, women $41.20. 





















































per PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
13,3 ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 
gat. —— 
Own Percentage Change June 15 - July 15, 1948 July, 1948, indexes 
nt), amie nd = 100) 
City-A All Reporting anufacturing anufacturing 
bles oo Establishments* Establishments Establishments 
pe Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls 
- Ne a a -0.3 +0.3 0.6 -0.8 126.3 287.5 
pe CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. —0.4 +0.9 —0.9 —0.7 130.3 296.4 
} 
I a cs pine Abe —0.8 +0.4 —1.2 —1.3 126.0 289.9 
Waukegan-North Chicago.............. —0.9 +0.5 —1.1 Rs A cae ce oo Aaa 
. Other suburban areas.................. +3.0 +5.3 +1.9 +2.8 149.8 329.2 
cent @ DOWNSTATE AREA............:... —0.1 —1.1 —0.1 —0.8 118.6 275.0 
ft Aton-Wood River area................ +0.6 41.1 +0.7 41.2 188.1 473.3 
NR tear 2 rte ee +0.3 +0.9 +0.6 +0.8 139.7 358.4 
} per ON Rielitlea ah Ee A es Meng ete, +0.6 +5.9 +1.1 +6.1 83.1 230.3 
cent Bloomington-Normal.................- +3.1 +3.9 +4.8 +3.8 102.9 217.4 
Y ee RE eee —14.9 —8.8 —23.9 nt, ae NEE OF? 2G ALES" 
| OE RE Be ee +1.3 —2.0 +2.2 —3.2 77.5 185.3 
ef ees Pee enn «ee —2.9 —1.5 —2.6 —1.6 115.6 274.8 
East SEES SoS a cibads cack ee baee et —1.8 —3.7 —2.0 —4.9 128.4 273.1 
MN «. = eed cu cee kaye oeERel hea —2.1 —14.8 —2.1 —16.2 97.6 193.5 
UNO 5 ia dn vas 6s agide tar chaceecnet —0.1 —5.0 —0.1 —5.5 88.1 190.8 
mere Ne Ont ee a ee ea +2.2 +5.5 +2.7 Sk Ae Cea Teenie Se ee 
Granite PGS 5 cao nd oe awn hacen le —0.6 —5.8 —0.6 —5.9 128.1 242.2 
eee Sere err +0.3 +3.8 +0.5 +4.5 111.0 280.3 
Kankakee-Bradley area................ —9.2 —8.5 —9.9 —8.5 139.8 370.5 
NS oN focide cote sobestiicien's cok dd -0.1 +0.3 -0.0 oY ee Serr weer 
~—— && LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —0.4 —0.4 —0.2 —0.2 117.6 272.8 
2 ee SR HEE ae re a —14.4 4 —19.1 —18.4 we hivecin = wee ewes 
a mee ae —1.1 —1.0 —0.8 —1.1 140.0 354.4 
2 RON oe ah it os a cei ne aie ad alee —0.1 +1.8 —0.1 ee eee ee eee 
; aie - Subir atee:. oo. oh eee edectis +2.1 +2.4 +2.2 +2.1 149.8 293.0 
2 Ie cs awhva Seki vebawktasveleee —3.3 —6.3 —3.3 —6.8 132.6 262.4 
9 NS STP, Seer ee —1.6 —9.0 —1.6 —9.2 149.2 375.6 
6 Rock SS Al bed akiwldwebon ktawon —2.6 +3.1 —2.7 +3.2 125.2 280.7 
2 NS 56 Jb. db th eacate cpadeet +1.7 +6.1 +2.2 +6.9 297.2 704.4 
8 Sterling-Rock Falls..................0- —6.3 —7.9 —6.5 —7.9 122.5 341.1 
) RES, ee a eee a RO ee ee +2.2 —1.0 +3.1 a ee Pree tee ee 
EET Mh cthet idilde. 0+. «o-00s-+0evares +0.9 -0.1 +1.1 42.7 94.6 210.5 





Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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* As manufacturing industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 
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ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

Employment and pay rolls increased very slightly (0.6 per 
cent and 1.1 per cent, respectively) between June and July, 
according to the July sample. Postal receipts rose 1.8 per cent 
and a decline of 5.9 per cent was reported for bank debits for 
the month, whereas increases from the July, 1947, figures of 
14.7 per cent and 16.1 per cent, respectively, were shown. 
Building permits in July were valued at $171,533, representing 
a 32.1 per cent drop from June. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 


products.) 

Firms manufacturing lime, cement and plaster and non- 
ferrous metals and products contributed to monthly increases 
of 0.3 per cent in employment and 0.9 per cent in pay rolls. 
Postal receipts'and department store sales fell 3.4 per cent 
and 11.1 per cent, respectively, between June and July, but 
advanced 15.6 per cent and 19.4 per cent on an annual basis. 
Bank debits rose 1.0 per cent from the total in June to a level 
19.3 per cent above the July, 1947, volume. Building permit 
valuations, $296,017, rose 11.4 per cent in the month. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Employment in manufacturing industries rose 0.6 per cent 
and pay rolls gained 5.9 per cent, according to the July sample. 
A monthly decline of 9.8 per cent in postal receipts (up 6.9 
per cent annually) was reported, and building permit valua- 
tions dropped to $117,485, which was less than 40 per cent of 
the June volume. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has salivend shops.) 


Increases in the manufacturing of heating and plumbing 
equipment and machinery and machine tools resulted in gains 
of 3.1 per cent in employment and 3.9 per cent in pay rolls for 
July. Postal receipts advanced 6.8 per cent between June and 
July and were 2.5 per cent below the July, 1947, figure, but 
bank debits declined 8.1 per cent and 3.6 per cent on the two 
bases, respectively. Valuations of building permits totaled 
$141,300, almost twice the June figure. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA (Pop. Est. 46,000) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

Sample declines of 14.9 per cent for employment and 8&8 
per cent for pay rolls were shown in the month, chiefly as the 
result of the seasonal layoff in the manufacturing of miscel- 
laneous groceries. Champaign and Urbana postal receipts fell 
35.4 per cent and 21.5 per cent, respectively, between June and 
July, but rose 1.7 per cent and 16.5 per cent on a yearly basis. 
Building permits advanced 13.3 per cent from June to a total 
valuation of $311,200. Bank debits were 2.9 per cent below 
those of June but showed an 18.5 per cent gain in the year. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, oT: 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 


the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
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the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agyj. (Fr 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gay gral 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio ang mat 
auto accessories.) we 
The July sample indicated a decline of 0.8 per cent in em. 
ployment whereas pay rolls rose 0.4 per cent. Large declines ing 
in both employment and pay rolls were reported in saw and fell 
planing mills and in the manufacturing of electrical machinery Jun 
and apparatus, watches, clocks, and jewelry. There were sy. ing 
stantial increases in the slaughtering and meat-packing ip. ing 
dustry, blast furnaces and rolling mills, and the manufacturing 
of confectionery. Department store sales and retail trade de. 
clined 19.8 per cent and 11 per cent, respectively, during the 
month, but increased 9.5 per cent and 9 per cent on an annual Jol 
basis. Postal receipts were 8.3 per cent less than in June, byt ee 
5.2 per cent above the July, 1947, total. A monthly decrease prod 
was also reported for bank debits (5.6 per cent) although they mine 
showed a 5.5 per cent annual gain. Valuations of building ; 
permits, $20,932,633, were 4.5 per cent less than in June, 38 | 
ss per 
a yt 
DANVILLE ( Pop. Est. 40,000) oe 
(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining tive 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine wer 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, er 
and food processing.) P 
A 13 per cent gain in employment for the month was ae- 
companied by a decline of 2.0 per cent in pay rolls in the July 
sample of all industries. Postal receipts and bank debits re- 
ported decreases of 11.3 per cent and 1.5 per cent, respectively, pce 
in the month, but showed marked increases of 12.0 per cent build 
and 17.7 per cent from the July, 1947, level. Building permits, sto™ 
valued at $131,720 in July, were 15.0 per cent lower than in \ 
June. tribt 
8.5 5 
DECATUR (Pop. Est. 65,300 ) sale: 
(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- cent 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and grea 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im. : 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, aye 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and the ; 
paper ‘products. ) June 
A decline in the manufacture of sheet iron and tin plate 
contributed to decreases of 2.9 per cent in employment and 
1.5 per cent in pay rolls in July. Postal receipts and depart- 
ment store sales fell 4.0 per cent and 6.7 per cent, respectively, HB (Mat 
between June and July, but were 17.9 per cent and 19.9 per — 
cent greater annually. Bank debits rose 4.0 per cent and 247 & {actu 
per cent, respectively, on the two bases. Building permit valu- & steel 
ations were 32.1 per cent less than in June, dropping to jm "°™ 
$200,540. Pe 
in er 
nual 
EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) = 
(East St. Louis is a leader-in the State in meat packing. Other im 42 p 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries t 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools Porte 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The respe 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized to $8 
regions of the State.) 
In the July sample, employment fell 1.8 per cent and pay 
rolls declined 3.7 per cent, reflecting changes in the slaughter- 
ing and meat-packing industry. Valuation of building permits  (Peor 
fell 34.4 per cent in the month to $212,710, but postal receipts ‘ath 
rose 5.3 per cent in the same period and advanced 8.4 per cent | - 
on an annual basis. Bank debits and retail trade declined 83 © iron, | 
per cent and 5 per cent, respectively, from June, but advanced § 24 st 
7.2 per cent and 9 per cent from the level of a year ago. In 
ing it 
in er 
ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000 ) July. 
(Elgin has important industries producing watches, compacts, dressef boxes 
sets, radios, electric toasters, dairy products, automobile accessories, groce 
capping and filling machines, water softeners, street sweepers, and | 
work, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, 
screws, bolts, tools, and flexible metal hose, and engaged in meat-pack creas 
ing and processing, and publishing.) cent, 
_Monthly declines in the manufacture of electrical ma § ‘om 
chinery and apparatus and watches, clocks, and jewelry § Were 
resulted in decreases of 2.1 per cent in employment and 148 § M™atel 
per cent in pay rolls. Bank debits rose 4.3 per cent monthly 
and 30.0 per cent on a yearly basis. Declines were reported it 
the month for postal receipts (15.2 per cent) and department 
store sales (16.7 per cent) ; however, increases from the July, BH (Quinc 
1947, level were noted in both cases, 14.8 per cent and 197 pampe, 
per cent. Building permit valuations increased 21.9 per cent to onl | 
$300,500 for July. and pr 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
rain and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
Syanufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Between June and July, sample employment in all report- 
ing industries showed a decrease of 0.1 per cent and pay rolls 
fell 5.0 per cent. Postal receipts fell 2.5 per cent from the 
June total, but rose 1.7 per cent annually. Valuation of build- 
ing permits declined 80.3 per cent between June and July, fall- 
ing to a level of $29,950. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products, and work clothing. It has railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, and limestone quarries.) 

July sample employment and pay rolls rose 0.3 per cent and 
38 per cent, respectively. Department store sales declined 15.9 
per cent from the June, 1948, total but rose 19.0 per cent from 
a year ago. Monthly decreases were reported for postal re- 
ceipts and bank debits, 30.5 per cent and 6.6 per cent, respec- 
tively, but gains in the year of 0.2 per cent and 7.8 per cent 
were shown. Building permits were valued at $325,618, 56.6 
per cent below the June, 1948, level. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for 5 ne ee implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Manufacturers of heating and plumbing equipment con- 
tributed heavily to declines of 9.2 per cent in employment and 
8.5 per cent in pay rolls in the July sample. Department store 
sales fell 14.2 per cent in the month, but increased 15.9 per 
cent on an annual basis. Postal receipts were 12.7 per cent 
greater than in June, 1948, and 8.8 per cent above the level of 
a year ago. Building permits were valued at $265,585 in July; 
the amount represented an advance of 77.1 per cent over the 
June figure. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchén furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

_ Reports from the Chamber of Commerce showed declines 
in employment of 2.7 per cent monthly and 8.3 per cent an- 
nually, as pay rolls increased 6.4 per cent and 29.4 per cent on 
both bases. Postal receipts fell 22.3 per cent from June and 
42 per cent from the July, 1947, level. Increases were re- 
ported for bank debits of 0.4 per cent and 10.4 per cent, 
respectively. Valuations of building permits fell 26.4 per cent 
to $82,917. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria, a highly diversified industrial city, is the largest producer of 
tarth-moving equipment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical 
plants, agricultural implement plants, and stockyards, and firms en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, malleable 
iron, and steel products such as wire rods, fencing, stoves, furnaces, 
and sheet metal goods. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed.) 
_ Increases in the machinery and machine tools manufactur- 
ing industry resulted in gains of 2.1 per cent and 2.4 per cent 
in employment and pay rolls, respectively, between June and 
July. Expansion was also noted in the manufacturing of paper 
boxes, bags, and tubes, dairy products, and miscellaneous 
groceries. Monthly declines for postal receipts (9.4 per cent) 
and bank debits (3.3 per cent) were reported, although in- 
creases on a yearly basis were shown, 7.1 per cent and 5.6 per 
cent, respectively. Department store sales fell 9.3 per cent 
irom June, but gained 18.6 per cent annually. Building permits 
were valued at $925,617, indicating an increase of approxi- 
mately $59,000, or 6.8 per cent more than last month. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
bumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
‘onic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 
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Sample employment and pay rolls in July fell 3.3 per cent 
and 6.3 per cent, respectively, reflecting changes in the boots 
and shoes industry. Postal receipts rose 3.9 per cent and bank 
debits declined 2.2 per cent in the month, but annual in- 
creases were reported in both cases, 22.9 per cent and 11.1 per 
cent, respectively. Valuations of building permits rose a slight 
0.7 per cent from June to $140,980. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for genre machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood- and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Decreases in the manufacture of cutlery, edge tools, and 
hardware resulted in a decline of 1.6 per cent in employment 
and 9.0 per cent in pay rolls for the month. Substantial de- 
creases in both employment and pay rolls in the manufactur- 
ing of agricultural implements and knit goods were also re- 
ported. Bank debits and postal receipts fell 5.7 per cent and 
9.2 per cent from June but advanced 17.5 per cent and 14.1 
per cent from the July, 1947, volume. Department store sales 
were 17.4 per cent below last month’s figures but rose 16.0 per 
cent on an annual basis. Building permits, $534,875, declined 
54.0 per cent in the month and electric power sales were 1.0 
per cent less than the June figure. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lightin lants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 
Employment fell 2.6 per cent in Rock Island during July 
as pay rolls rose 3.1 per cent, reflecting to a large extent 
similar changes in the agricultural implements manufacturing 
industry. Declines in employment (1.1 per cent) and pay rolls 
(1.0 per cent) were reported in Moline for the month. Postal 
receipts fell 15.3 per cent in the month in Rock Island and 
23.7 per cent in Moline; annually the cities showed declines of 
9.3 per cent and 10.9 per cent, respectively. Moline bank debits 
rose 4.5 per cent from June and 11.8 per cent from the July, 
1947, level. Department store sales were 17.5 per cent below 
last month’s figures, but increased 11.4 per cent on an annual 
basis. Building permit valuations decreased 44.3 per cent in 
Rock Island and 36.8 per cent in Moline between June and July. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Monthly increases of 1.7 per cent and 6.1 per cent in em- 
ployment and pay rolls, respectively, were reported in the 
July sample. These increases were largely due to an expansion 
of pay rolls in the manufacturing of agricultural implements 
and to increases in both employment and pay rolls in the 
manufacturing of flour, feed, and other cereals. Bank debits 
fell 6.9 per cent in the month and 16.9 per cent on a yearly 
basis, but postal receipts gained 5.7 per cent and 6.5 per cent 
on the two bases, respectively. Department store sales were 1.8 
per cent below June figures but rose 32.6 per cent from July, 
1947. Valuations of building permits increased 77.9 per cent 
in the month to $819,166. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large ‘“‘dispersed city’”’ area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total pulation of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

Retail trade in the three counties declined 0.1 per cent 
between May and June but showed a gain of 17.6 per cent 
from the June, 1947, volume. Building permit valuations fell 
47.2 per cent from the June level in four cities and decreased 
36.0 per cent on an annual basis, whereas postal receipts 
gained 0.4. per cent and 11.6 per cent on the two bases. 
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